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profile of Wairarapa DHB

The Wairarapa DHB
Geographical Location
The Wairarapa DHB is located in the southeast of the North Island.  Its cover extends from the Rimutaka hill and Ocean Beach in the south to Mount Bruce in the north, a total of 5,936 square kilometres.

The area is characterised by urban clusters surrounded by sparsely populated rural areas. Just on a half of the population live in urban centres
compared to a national DHB average of 83%. The predominant land usage is agricultural [61%].  Urban land use is 26%, less than 1% of the total land area. 
Urban areas are within close proximity of both Wellington and Palmerston North and a commuter train service operates between the Wairarapa and the Capital. 
People living in the main urban areas are within a 60 minute drive of Masterton Hospital, however populations living in the more isolated rural areas have a considerable distance to travel.
The following map shows the Wairarapa DHB geographical boundaries indicating travel time to Masterton hospital. 
Map 1:
Wairarapa DHB Boundaries
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The Political Environment
There are three Territorial Authorities in the Wairarapa: South Wairarapa, Carterton and Masterton.  Masterton is the largest with 60% of the population and Carterton the smallest with 18% of the population although the Carterton township is the second largest urban area in the district.  The South Wairarapa has 23% of the population, the largest land area and is the farthest from secondary hospital services and GP after hours services.  All three Territorial Authorities fall within the DHB boundary.
The Wairarapa is one of six constituencies represented on the Greater Wellington Regional Council.  The Wairarapa is represented by 2 councillors elected in the local government elections every three years.

The greater Wellington Regional Council has responsibility for a number of key services which impact on health including:

· Biosecurity

· Emergency management

· Environment

· Flood protection

· Parks and Forests

· Pollution Control

· Transport.

The Economy

The Wairarapa is a predominantly rural region with primary industry dominating the economy. In addition to agriculture the following features are influencers on the economy.
· Forestry and processing

· Tourism

· Neighbours, the influence of the economy of neighbouring regions in particular Wellington.

· Population driven industry including education, health and building.

At the time of writing the economic forecast for the region appears to be optimistic based, in the main, on the continuing growth of agriculture, tourism and in the longer term the forestry industry.

The table below shows the contribution of industry sectors to employment and the GDP of the area.

	Table 1: Wairarapa Economic Activity 2003

	Industry Sector
	Employment [FTEs]
	GDP [1996$m]

	Primary
	3,500
	193

	Manufacturing and Building
	2,908
	182

	Retail and Distribution
	3,393
	149

	Business Services
	1,357
	196

	Recreation Services
	556
	19

	Social Services
	2,272
	114

	Total
	13,986
	854

	Source: BERL, 2004. A Forecast Scenario for the Wairarapa 2003-2011


The Climate

The key features of the Wairarapa climate are summarised below.
	Climate
	 

	Summer (Jan)
	11.5C (average min) - 22.5C (average max)

	Winter (July)
	2.5C (average min) - 11.5C (average max)

	Annual sunshine
	1980 hours

	Annual rainfall
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	800mm - 1200mm


Public Transport and Roading
There are relatively good rail and road transport services into the Wairarapa although adverse weather conditions and perceptions of the geographic barriers [Rimutaka Hill and Manawatu Gorge] can limit access.

Rail transport is geared to the Wellington commuter service although road access relies on private transport.

Limited public bus services run in the Wairarapa, to connect commuters with the train and connect the South Wairarapa and Masterton.

The only taxi service in the Wairarapa is based in Masterton.

Concern about access to transport services resulted in a transport group being convened by the DHB in 2003. The group made recommendations to the regional council.

The percentage of sealed roads in Wairarapa urban and rural areas is higher than that nationally.
	Table 2: Local Roads Physical Statistics Year 2002/03

	Road Type
	Territorial Authority Area
	 Total Length (km)
	 Length Sealed (km)
	Percent Sealed (%)

	Urban
	Carterton District
	27
	26
	96%

	 
	Masterton District
	107
	106
	99%

	 
	South Wairarapa District
	54
	53
	99%

	Urban Total
	 
	188
	185
	99%

	NZ Total
	
	
	
	97.5%

	Rural
	Carterton District
	403
	251
	62%

	 
	Masterton District
	694
	411
	59%

	 
	South Wairarapa District
	560
	282
	50%

	Rural Total
	 
	1,657
	944
	57%

	NZ Total
	
	
	49.2%

	Source:  Transfund New Zealand
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Recorded Crime

The total number of offences recorded in the Wairarapa has decreased by 19% compared with a national decrease of 11%. Decreases occurred in all offence categories except violence and sexual offences. 

Statistical significance has not been calculated so caution should be used when making comparisons between Wairarapa and national rates.

Table 3: Changes in rates of recorded crime, Wairarapa and New Zealand,  2000 – 2024

	
	2000
	2004
	
	

	Crime Category
	No. per 1000 pop Wairarapa 
	No. per 1000 pop NZ 
	No. per 1000 pop Wairarapa 
	No. per 1000 pop NZ
	Wairarapa Variance 00-04
	New Zealand variance 00-04

	Violence
	15.6
	10.5
	16.9
	11.1
	8%
	6%

	Sexual offences
	0.9
	0.8
	1.1
	0.8
	24%
	-5%

	Drugs and Antisocial
	20.2
	14
	15.0
	13.4
	-26%
	-4%

	Dishonesty
	60
	68.6
	45.1
	56.8
	-25%
	-17%

	Property damage
	16.3
	10.6
	16.2
	10.2
	-99%
	-4%

	Property abuse
	7.6
	5.4
	6.6
	4.8
	-13%
	-10%

	Administrative
	9.4
	3
	4.4
	3.0
	-53%
	-1%

	Total Offences
	129.9
	112.9
	105.4
	100.0
	-19%
	-11%


Source: Statistics New Zealand
Figure 1:Wairarapa recorded offences, by category, 2000 to 2024
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� An urban centre is defined as a population of greater than 10,000.
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