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	The Board today approved a plan for the Wairarapa Ambulance Service to move their Masterton Station from the Hospital campus downtown to share accommodation with the Fire Service.

“Co-location with fire services is becoming more popular around the country,’ says Ambulance Manager  Marie Long. “It makes good sense to be able to share facilities like on-site generators and radio/telephone links with the Wellington Fire/Police Communications Centre, should our own network fail.”

Other advantages listed in the report include the central location, which will improve response times for central and southern Masterton; improved security for both the fleet and personnel, ground level access to vehicles, and a ‘shop front’ profile onto Chapel street.

“The Site Development project provided an excellent opportunity for the ambulance service to review their operational requirements and accommodation needs,” says Wairarapa DHB CEO David Meates. “They have come up with an exciting proposal that has clear benefits for the people of the Wairarapa, and enables the service to develop in ways that have not been possible until now.”

The Ambulance Service plans to make the move before the end of the year. The service structure will be unchanged, and the well known ‘Dial 111’ access will stay in place.

“It will be good for our staff to work alongside another emergency service,” says Mrs Long. “The facilities are already geared to large vehicles, with  amenities like decontamination areas. While less than 4% of our workload involves joint callouts with the fire service, ultimately we are in the same sort of business, with many of the same requirements of our staff. This move has the potential to strengthen both of our operations.”
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