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	Jill Stringer
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	Subject:
	Delays to new dental service.


	Wairarapa DHB has signalled that the arrival of the planned dental mobiles to service primary schools throughout the Wairarapa has been delayed. They expected to make an order for the mobiles in September for delivery early next year. However, work on national specifications has not yet been completed and the contract between the Ministry of Health and the Manufacturer has not yet been signed. The mobiles are unlikely to be in service before mid year 2009.

Wairarapa was the first DHB in the country to have their business case accepted for a redevelopment of their oral health services, following a national survey of dental facilities that showed many were unable to meet modern building standards.

The survey also highlighted other issues. Therapists work solo and move from one isolated clinic to the next; too few preschoolers are enrolled for their free services and while there are excellent rates of adolescents enrolled with dentists, not enough of them are using their free services. There is also confusion about how to access services, with dental therapists on the move so much.

The new model of care was developed in consultation with schools, dentists and dental therapists and is an exciting departure from traditional services. There will be two, 2-chair mobile units, each staffed by two therapists and an assistant. The mobile units will be towed to sites all over the Wairarapa, bringing on-site screening, examination and treatment. The mobiles will be supported by  fixed clinic, built into the planned new Community and Public Health building adjacent to Wairarapa Hospital. This will provide a consistent single point of entry to services. 
In a related development, Wairarapa DHB has sent a proposal to the Ministry to support the training of Maori students to complete a Degree in Dental Therapy at Otago University. A reply is expected in early November.
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