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	Wairarapa DHB has gone public on the options for future laboratory services in the Wairarapa. The issue is being considered because the current contracts for the provision of community laboratory services expire in September.
Laboratory services are currently provided by three organisations, Wai-Aro Laboratory (all hospital and some community testing) MedLab Central and Valley Diagnostics. No matter who does the lab tests, Wairarapa DHB still pays for them.
The Board agreed on some objectives for hospital and community lab services in the future. Services need to be accurate, timely and support best practice in clinical decision-making. They require services that are easy for both doctors and the public to access. And they want services that work collaboratively with others in the health sector. 
A discussion paper covering the issues and options has been widely circulated to known interested parties, and is available from the front page of the DHB’s website www.wairarapa.dhb.org.nz. 
The Board has agreed that there are three potential options for the future provision of laboratory services in the Wairarapa: the status quo, hospital provision of all community and hospital testing, or outsourcing of all community and hospital testing to another provider.

Anyone with an interest in laboratory services is invited to put in a submission, on a form available from the website or just to make general comment, by 15 July. Anyone wanting to make a submission or comment should send it to
Wairarapa Laboratory Services Submission

C/- Joy Cooper

Planning and Funding

Wairarapa District Health Board

By post to:  PO Box 96, Masterton or

By email to:  joy.cooper@wairarapa.dhb.org.nz
The Board will consider the issue again at their August meeting, after this community consultation.
Ends.
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