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	Extra non-urgent operations are in store for Wairarapa people meaning less travel out of the region and shorter waiting times for some.  And they’re coming to a town near you.  

The Wairarapa DHB is bringing the Mobile Surgical Services unit (pictured) to the region for regular visits beginning in July this year.  It will handle day case operations that are not usually done at Masterton Hospital and/or where there is pressure on waiting times.

Dental surgery is the first priority for the DHB where a number of patients waiting (mostly children)  would otherwise need to travel to Wellington for their operations.  Up to eight dental procedures can be performed in the mobile unit in one day.  

“We are excited about the using this technology,” says CEO David Meates. “There are many benefits for our community, aside from the obvious benefit of having a service on your doorstep. There will be training opportunities for local doctors and nurses who can work alongside the specialist clinical staff who travel with the bus. There are employment opportunities – the DHB will be employing up to five nurses to work on a part time basis on the bus. Another significant benefit is that this service will reduce the amount of money that the Wairarapa DHB pays other DHBs to treat Wairarapa patients, meaning that more is available for local services.”

All the usual facilities and technology are contained in the Surgical Bus – a fully-equipped operating theatre, recovery area, scrub room, waiting area and office; it’s just all on wheels - big wheels.  Weighing 39 tonnes and measuring 29 metres long the unit extends to a huge five metres wide when fully set up. The bus connects to a host site for power, water supply and disposal and telephones. The unit also has its own emergency power supply. 

Following a trial day at Masterton Hospital in July, the unit will visit a host site in the South Wairarapa on an ongoing basis every five weeks. 
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