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	The planned courtyards for Wairarapa’s new hospital got a boost this week, with a donation of $40,000 from local firm Oldfields.

“We are delighted with Oldfields’ contribution to the courtyard project which is not covered by funding for the new hospital,” says David Meates, Wairarapa DHB CEO. “We must raise the funds privately for the fully landscaped courtyards and this is a great boost.”  The Oldfields donation takes the total raised for the project to $71,000.  Total costs are estimated at $230,000.
Oldfields managing director, Colin Oldfield, said his company felt it was a great way to give something back to the community.   “When the project and chance to contribute were presented to us we immediately saw the value of it. The courtyard areas are going to be hugely attractive spaces that will be of real benefit to hospital users and staff,” said Mr Oldfield.
Four large, fully landscaped internal courtyards are being designed for patients, family and staff to enjoy.  Waiting areas will open out into the courtyards, and the cafeteria will include outdoor seating. One of the courtyards will have a small children’s play area, while another will be specially constructed to provide a variety of surfaces and levels for people rehabilitating from illness or surgery to safely practice on. 

Wairarapa District Health Board member and courtyard project co-ordinator, Martin Easthope, said the courtyards would be a central part of the new hospital.   Initial design concepts have been developed by architectural firm Maunsell, landscape designer Lyn Eglinton and kaumatua Mike Kawana, who are developing further options.  

Mr Easthope continues a series of presentations to businesses and community groups seeking their support for the project. “There are many ways that the community can be involved in this project and we’re keen to hear from anyone who would like to contribute.”

The courtyard and landscaping project seems to have fired the community’s imagination since it kicked off last year with a donation from the Greenlees family in memory of their father Peter. The next big boost was when the White Swan Country Hotel planned and hosted a charity ball in March, with the entire profits going to the project. More recently, Mitre 10 have begun work on around 20 outdoor seats they are donating to the new hospital, each one taking about a day and a half to construct. They will be similar to the ones now gracing Henley Lake.
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