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	Wairarapa District Health Board has today received formal approval to proceed with plans for a completely new hospital, to be built on the vacant field in front of the existing hospital.

“This is the best possible news for health services in the Wairarapa,” says Chairman Doug Matheson. “The District Health Board is absolutely delighted to receive this confirmation. The $27.2 million already agreed to for the refurbishment of the existing hospital was never in doubt, but with the extra $2.3 million, we can provide a much better solution. We now have the opportunity to create a future-proof facility to service the people of the Wairarapa, with minimal disruption to patients, visitors and staff”

“Since the initial approval received in December 2003, there has been a lot of work undertaken to determine the most appropriate facilities. As part of this process, changes to the seismic code and a better understanding of the need to have a post-disaster facility after a major seismic event have resulted in the development of a totally new hospital concept “said Mr Matheson. 

“The new layout enables us to group related services together, making it easier and more efficient for patients and staff” says CEO David Meates. “For example, the x-ray department is located between the emergency department and outpatients for quick seamless access. In the same way, locating the day surgical unit within the theatre complex will enable more day procedures to be undertaken and will streamline the process requiring a surgical procedure”

“The concept designs have been a fascinating challenge for both the Health Planners / Architects and the staff” says Mr Meates. “Our smaller size means that co-locations of services are critical in terms of work flows and resources. By working closely with staff, we’ve come up with some innovative solutions uniquely suited to our needs in the Wairarapa. At the end of the day, we’ll have a hospital at the cutting edge of technology, which will still be fully functional after a major seismic event. This is a major step forward for health services in our region.”
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