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	Accreditation: celebrating quality 
Wairarapa District Health Board received Certificates of Accreditation last week.  Tineke Stokes, CEO Quality Health New Zealand, presented the DHB and Selina Sutherland Hospital with certificates that recognise the quality of healthcare delivered at the hospital as well as staff commitment to continuous improvement.  
This is a great achievement for the DHB. Achieving accreditation status is recognition that Wairarapa District Health Board complies with nationally recognized health standards.  It provides the community with assurance that it is providing a high quality of service and that staff are continually working to improve all aspects of care.

The survey team from Quality Health NZ, made up of a cross section of 12 different health professionals from throughout New Zealand, visited the DHB in June last year and carried out a peer review of the quality and delivery of its services.  Quality and Risk Manager, Anne McLean says, “It was a huge undertaking over many months to get ready for the accreditation survey. It was an organisation-wide effort to fine-tune processes, policies and procedures and we had 100 percent support and input from staff in the process.  We received very positive feedback from the survey team at the time and this certification confirms that we achieve high standards of care and service.”

In her speech at the presentation Mrs Stokes stated that the Lead Surveyor had said that amongst DHBs Wairarapa is the best kept secret, and  predicted that the new hospital will be a leader in health and disability services in New Zealand.  Accreditation is given for three years. 
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