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	“Planning for body hold facilities in the new Wairarapa district hospital is still in progress,” says David Meates, CEO of Wairarapa DHB. “While the basic shape of the hospital has been defined, we are still consulting on the interior structure in several areas, including the body hold area.”

Funeral Directors were last week quoted as being seriously concerned about the allocation of space for body hold and autopsy procedures.

“As part of the sign-off on the new hospital, it was confirmed that the new hospital would not have a mortuary, but rather a body hold area with a viewing room for bereaved families,” says Mr Meates. “The reason for this was partly the low number of post mortems done in the Wairarapa, and changes to the Health Practitioners Competency Act which mean that post mortems will need to be performed by pathologists, rather than physicians. Like most rural hospitals, we do not have a Pathologist. The compliance costs with building a fully specified Mortuary facility, for what is essentially a body hold do not equate.”

“It’s important to note that in any one year, we have on average 77 people die in hospital. We can also have around 20 bodies brought in by the police. Some bodies go directly from the ward to the Funeral Home, some go to the chapel for a time, and others are held at the hospital for 12-24 hours while families make arrangements with their funeral director.” 

This means the DHB have to plan a facility to cater for around 8 people a month. At present there is space for 4 – 6 bodies at any one time, which is larger than required. According to hospital records, there has only been one day in the last 12 months where they were holding 3 bodies at one time.

“Prior to finalising the layout of the body hold, viewing room and chapel areas, the health planners have invited the funeral directors to have input into the layout of the area,” says Mr Meates. “As a result of discussion so far, a number of alternative layouts have been explored and these are being drawn up at present. This is a normal part of the design process. They will meet again next week to complete this process.”

The DHB also has in place an emergency response plan that has been developed for the hospital to handle a major incident.

“The concept of ‘bodies in corridors’ will not happen, and does not give credence to the extensive amount of planning that is being done to allow this hospital to open next year.”
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