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Wairarapa is leading the country for its return rate of meningococcal consent forms. All Wairarapa parents of school-age children have now returned the consent forms to Wairarapa District Health Board with 92.7% consenting to have their children immunised against meningococcal B.  The 7481 forms were returned thanks to the persistence of schools and the efforts of the Salvation Army staff and Maori Women’s Welfare League who have assisted the campaign by promoting the immunisation programme and knocking on doors to get forms back.
The meningococcal B immunisation campaign is now into its second phase with children and young people receiving their second of three vaccinations which are given six weeks apart.  The meningococcal team is working hard to promote the campaign, follow up people who have missed their vaccinations and provide parents with information about the immunisation programme. 
The big push now is to ensure everyone who starts the programme completes all three doses.  It would be a concern if anyone who started the programme did not receive all three doses.  Some 150 Wairarapa children missed their first dose of the vaccine and these are being followed up.  
In Wairarapa 29.7% (700) parents of pre-schoolers have not yet consented.  They need to take their children to their GPs for vaccination.  The uptake of school leavers who choose to be immunised is low so far and the DHB is making a concerted effort to promote the campaign to young people in their workplaces, at UCOL and at Wairarapa events.  A flyer promoting the fact that the vaccine is free and safe is being distributed by employers in pay packets.  
Nationally more than 1.5 million doses have been given in New Zealand, with over 756,000 children and young people having received dose one.  A booster (fourth dose) is likely for babies who have their first dose of MeNZB™ vaccine before six months but given their high risk and the benefit of offering protection, their vaccination should not be delayed. 

Meanwhile the epidemic continues.  Figures for 2004 show there were 342 cases and eight deaths last year. The pre-epidemic rate of disease was about 50 to 60 cases per year.  In 2005 there have so far been eight deaths, with 125 cases through to July 7. 
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National Numbers in a nutshell (to July 12)

· More than 1.5 million doses administered

· 756,000 people have had at least one dose

· More than 217,000 people have had all three doses

· About 3,000 doses a day given in primary care

· About 13,000 doses a day given in schools during the last weeks of term

· More than 35,000 calls to the 0800 service.
