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	Community fundraising for landscaping hospital courtyards underway


	Fundraising towards the landscaping of the new District Hospital has got off to a glamorous start with the first community initiative well underway.  Proceeds from the inaugural White Swan Country Hotel Charity Ball and Auction, Greytown, Tuesday 12 April 2005, looks set to raise substantial amounts for the beautification of the hospital courtyard project.

Trevor Pearce, owner of the White Swan Country Hotel, Greytown has dug deep to bring together what promises to be a swanky black tie occasion. The evening combines the humour of Master of Ceremonies and NZ comedian Raybon Kan, pre-dinner bubbles, a four course meal with local wines, raconteur and All Black legend Eric Rush, a charity auction and local cover band ‘Gingerbread’ to dance the night away with.  Tickets are limited to 100 seats and cost $175.  “Tickets for this Charity Ball are selling across and out of the region, guests can look forward to gourmet food, great local wines and riotous entertainment,” says Trevor.

Wairarapa District Health Board CEO David Meates applauds the White Swan initiative.  “Funding for the new hospital will not extend to the full amount required to place the buildings in a fully landscaped setting that can be enjoyed by patients, visitors and staff.  The new Wairarapa District Hospital is one of the largest single investments ever made in Wairarapa and brings benefits to the entire region.  It’s exciting to have members of the community working with us in this way.”

Wairarapa District Health Board member Martin Easthope, who heads the Landscaping Project, hopes that many businesses and community groups will follow the White Swan’s lead.  “There will be many opportunities for members of the public to make a contribution to the beautification of the new hospital by supporting fundraising efforts. This black-tie event is just the beginning. We have always had strong support from Wairarapa people and the Landscaping Project will be a wonderful way for all members of the community to get behind the redevelopment.”
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Notes

Community groups, businesses and individuals can contact Martin Easthope to discuss fundraising initiatives

· Email - easthope1@xtra.co.nz

· Phone 06 377 0026 or 025 357. 910

· Wairarapa band ‘Gingerbread’ perform ‘60’s, ‘70’s, 80’s covers.

· Rugby legend Eric Rush is a former All Black and NZ Sevens player and an award-winning raconteur.

· Raybon Kan is a well-known NZ stand-up comedian, Sunday Star Times columnist, author and ‘Celebrity IQ’ champion.

PHOTO OPPORTUNITY

To arrange a photo at The White Swan Country Hotel, Greytown contact Chris Morris, Hotel Manager, on 06 304 8894, Chris@thewhiteswan.co.nz.

CONTACT:    

Jill Stringer, Communications Advisor

Wairarapa District Health Board

Ph (mob) 027 273 1154

(Work) (06) 9469883

Email:  Jill.Stringer@wairarapa.dhb.org.nz



