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	Media Release

	From:

	Jan McLaren, Communications Advisor

	Date:

	21 March 2005

	Subject:
	Consent forms sent out


7800 consent forms for the meningococcal immunisation programme are being sent to schools throughout Wairarapa this week.  The schools will send the forms to every parent after Easter and will collect them back before the end of the first term.  It is important that every consent form is returned whether the parent has consented or not.  

There are 7800 school students throughout Wairarapa who need to be vaccinated.  The immunisation programme carried out by public health nurses in schools  starts in May at the beginning of the second term and runs until the end of September .   Each child needs to have three injections, ideally six weeks apart, to protect against this serious disease which is at epidemic proportions in New Zealand. Vaccination is considered the most effective way to combat the disease. 

The Wairarapa programme is part of a national $200million vaccination programme targeting more than a million New Zealanders.
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Contact:

Debi Lodge-Schnellenberg, 

Portfolio Manager/National Immunisation Project Manager 

Wairarapa District Health Board

D.D.  06 946 9894

Email:  LodgeSD@wairarapa.dhb.org.nz
