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	Wairarapa health services have been rated amongst the highest performing in New Zealand in two Ministry of Health reports which measure the delivery of both community and hospital health services.

District health board performance is measured by nine national health targets and a second set of 15 indicators covering a wide range of issues include Maori health, mental health, access to primary care and cancer treatment waiting times. 

Overall, Wairarapa was ranked highest of New Zealand’s 21 district health boards for achievement of the 15 performance indicators, with the highest numbers of both ‘outstanding’ and ‘achieved’ ratings.  

Wairarapa DHB received outstanding ratings for five of the 15 indicators and ratings of achieved for eight others.   The DHB’s engagement of local Iwi Maori in decisions and strategies was rated as outstanding as was accessible and appropriate service in the Primary Health Organisation.  

Also rated as outstanding were the numbers of people enrolled in the Care Plus programme for people with long-term conditions, and low or reduced cost access to primary care services.  The fifth outstanding rating was achieved for the proportion of laboratory and pharmaceutical transactions which included valid National health Index numbers.

 Cancer treatment waiting times and improving the quality of data provided to national systems were partially achieved.  Wairarapa did not receive any ‘not achieved’ ratings.  
The Wairarapa DHB and its community health partners have also been successful in meeting or exceeding almost all of the nine National Health Targets set by the Ministry of Health in August 2007.
Wairarapa two-year-olds are among the best-protected from disease, with immunisation rates at two years of age well above the collective national target.  Strong collaboration and networking by health organisations has been the key to this success. 

The proportion of Wairarapa adolescents receiving oral health services far exceeds the national average and is the second highest in the country.     

Wairarapa people are receiving some of the best and most timely access to elective services anywhere in New Zealand.  Wairarapa is one of five DHBs classified as outstanding in both its achievement of volumes and management of patients awaiting elective services.    

Increasing numbers and percentages of people with diabetes are receiving free annual checks and more are accessing diabetes treatment and monitoring services.  Targets for free annual diabetes checks and retinal screening were exceeded during the year, with rates among the best in the country.

Another stand-out success for Wairarapa in the health targets was the number of mental health clients with up-to-date relapse prevention plans – again well in excess of the local and national targets set. 

 “We are now beginning to see some real gains in a range of key indicators that show the health of our population is improving,” said Wairarapa DHB chief executive David Meates.  “We are now providing more health services to more people, more efficiently than ever before.”  

“These successes have not been achieved by the Wairarapa DHB alone and we acknowledge the role of the Wairarapa Community PHO and the many other community organisations and government agencies in making a difference to health in this region.” 

The number of patients seen and treated at Wairarapa Hospital has grown substantially.  This has been achieved mainly through large increases in productivity, as well as more nurses and doctors working there.  

“There is still much to be done to build on these improvements and there are many more challenges ahead,” said Mr Meates.  “Challenges for the coming year include reducing the level of avoidable hospital admissions, and reducing the harm caused by poor diet, smoking, alcohol and drugs, and interpersonal violence.  The DHB will continue to work hard to maintain its efforts in quality improvement, workforce development and financial sustainability.”  
Ends.
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