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	 Media Release

	From:

	Jill Stringer, Communications Advisor

	Date:

	21 December 2004     

	Subject:
	Local business wins main contract for new hospital 


	Wairarapa District Health Board today announced that local firm Rigg-Zschokke has won the main contract for construction of the new district hospital in Masterton. 

“To have a local firm win this tender is an excellent outcome,” says Board chairman Doug Matheson. “They competed against companies from outside the region, and were able to demonstrate that they had expertise and resources necessary to complete construction on budget, and in the timeframe and manner we specified. The Board has a policy of trying to ‘buy local’ for this project, rather than import materials from overseas. We are delighted that we were able to extend this to employment of our main contractor.”

Both the District Health Board and the management of Rigg-Zschokke agree that the project will be a major boost for our local economy. 

“We are extremely proud of winning this contract, both for ourselves and for the region”  said Rigg-Zschokke’s Managing Director Ian Hargreaves. “Their will be around eight local sub-contractors employed by us on site, which will mean most of the wages paid will remain in the region to the benefit of local businesses, rather than out of town, had the contract been won by a contractor using imported labour. This would have been a big issue for our region. At any one time we’ll have around 30 of our staff on site, as well as all the sub-contractors.”

“There are both short-term and long-term advantages to having a local firm as the main contractor,” says DHB CEO David Meates. “In the short term, there are the local employment opportunities, but in the longer term we have support on our doorstep, not several hours or days away, and a construction workforce with a personal interest in the project.”

“Our staff will feel pretty good about this” said Rigg-Zschokke’s General Manager Chris Hurrell. “It’s great to have local people involved – they will all have genuine satisfaction working on this project and take pride in looking back at their work. After all, it’s for them and their families – and their future in this town.”

Situated on the vacant sports field in front of the existing hospital, the new building will be a single story building designed to withstand a major seismic event. There will be minimal disruption to patients and staff during construction, and the existing hospital can remain fully functional while the new hospital is built. 

Construction will start on 3 January, with the erection of perimeter fencing, and site levelling will start on 5 January. The new hospital is scheduled for commissioning in March 2006.         Ends
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