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	Wairarapa DHB today announced a range of measures they have put in place to provide a safe birthing environment over the next few weeks, following the unexpected leave of an obstetrician and gynaecologist. 

“As always, safe care is our prime concern,” says CEO David Meates. “We currently have one permanent specialist available and have secured the services of two reliable locums, but there are still three separate days and two half days over the next fortnight where we have so far been unable to provide obstetrician cover. This may result in the need to transfer some women, based on clinical assessments, if they are in labour around those times. We have made arrangements with colleagues in Wellington and Palmerston North hospitals to receive these women if necessary. Independent Midwives, GPs, emergency department staff and our ambulance service have also been briefed. All women due to give birth over the next few weeks should all have been contacted by their Lead Maternity Carer by now, to discuss their options.”

It is estimated that around 15 women will give birth at Masterton Hospital before the end of the month. 

“We are working very hard with our neighbouring DHBs to find additional locum cover for this period,” says Mr Meates. “Wairarapa DHB has also made an offer to an O&G locum for six months, who would start in February. In addition, there are several candidates interested in permanent O&G positions, and we are currently working through selection and interview processes.“

“We deeply regret the disruption this may cause to some women and their families,” says Mr Meates. “While birthing is a normal event, and around ¾ of all births do not need specialist intervention, we are very clear that the safety of mother and baby is our first consideration.”
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