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	Earth-moving equipment is much in evidence at Masterton District Hospital as work on the new building gets underway – but retaining links to the past is a concern of both staff and contractors. Relocating two memorial trees and a bench seat became an interesting challenge as diggers moved in at the start of the New Year. 

“Creating a new hospital is exciting – but building on and respecting our history is essential,” says District Health Board CEO David Meates.

Two ten-year old trees commemorating the life and work of respected Occupational Therapists Christine Kilford and Linda Vening have been relocated to a garden area at the corner of Blair Street and Te Ore Ore Road.  

“Moving trees takes some skill.  A huge area around the roots was carefully scooped up and the trees were carefully re-settled.  We’ve some temporary irrigation and so far so good, gardeners will be keeping a close eye on them,” says Peter Clayton, Masterton District Hospital Facilities Manager.  “We had hoped to relocate the trees in cooler weather but they were so close to site traffic it seemed safer to move them now,”

Community Occupational Therapist Christ Kilford worked at the hospital for over ten years and was known and loved by staff and patients alike. Chris was one of the driving forces in the establishment of a stand-alone OT Day Centre, opened in July 1993 – a significant development at the time, attracting a visit from the Health Minister of the day.  

Linda Vening joined the Occupational Therapy Team for only a short time but was admired and respected.  Both women died within a few months of each other in 1993.

Ends
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

· A bench seat and winter flowering cherry, Prunus Companulata, was established in Chris Kilford’s memory and an azalea commemorating Linda Vening flowers each spring.
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