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	Jan McLaren

	Date:

	11/07/05

	Subject:
	Public meeting last night – meningococcal campaign


	Perry Bisman, father of Baby Charlotte who contracted meningococcal B just days before the vaccination campaign began in Auckland, made a heart-felt plea at a public meeting in Masterton on Monday night. 

Charlotte was six months old when the disease struck. Within 24 hours she went from being unwell to being resuscitated and kept alive in intensive care.  For the next three to four weeks her parents watched a creeping death cover her body in the form of ghastly red and inflamed splotches and fluid retention blowing her little body up to four times its usual size.  Septicaemia had taken hold.  Surrounded by medical staff –plastic surgeons, physios, infectious disease specialists, orthopaedic surgeons – the wee girl fought for her life.  “We have to amputate, otherwise she will die,” they said.  It was her life or her limbs and they amputated at the knee or the elbow of all four of limbs. 

Charlotte spent three and a half months in Starship Hospital and a further three months in rehabilitation.  She was heavily scarred with scar tissue and because it was so painful she had to have a general anaesthetic to have her bandages changed.  She had skin grafts up to her groin and skin was taken from her back for the grafts.  A further three months was spent in the Wilson Home where scar management teams and physios worked with her before she was finally able to return home to her parents on Waiheke Island.  Charlotte is now 18 months old and is back home learning to cope with wearing a tight burns pressure suit to bed each night and wearing prostheses to help her move.   

Mr Bisman showed slides of his daughter’s journey through the disease and recovery. He said there was not a waking moment he did not think about the effects of the disease –he cannot work because he needs to take his baby to Auckland two or three times a week for medical appointments.  He talked about his black days but said, “Every day Charlotte smiles is a good day.” He said the story was difficult to tell but he is determined to make something positive come out of his personal tragedy. He hoped speaking about his daughter's illness would convince parents to vaccinate their children against the disease.  Charlotte has just had her first of three vaccinations against meningococcal B.
The story of Baby Charlotte is the subject of a television documentary this Thursday night on “Inside NZ” on TV3.  Perry Bisman is so grateful for the support of friends and family that he speaks about his trauma and Charlotte whenever he can in order to spread the word about the ravages of meningococcal B and the necessity to protect youngsters by vaccinating against it. 

The well attended public meeting  gave parents a chance to ask questions and get information about the disease and the campaign. Dr Jane O’Hallahan, director of the national meningococcal immunisation campaign from the Ministry of Health, also spoke, presenting medical evidence of the safety and spread of the disease. She praised the efforts of Wairarapa DHB staff and the community who has got behind this campaign saying that Wairarapa is leading the country in rates of immunisation and harnessing the interest and support of the community. The immunisation programme is free and available to children and young people aged six weeks to 19 years. The second phase of the campaign has now started with people receiving their second dose of the vaccine.  Three doses six weeks apart are necessary for full protection.    
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