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	A special visitor to the Wairarapa will next Monday make a heart-felt plea to parents to have their children immunised against Meningococcal B.  Perry Bisman will be speaking at a public meeting in the Masterton Town Hall on Monday 11 July starting at 6 pm.

Mr Bisman's baby daughter Charlotte contracted Meningococcal B just days before the vaccination campaign began in Auckland.  While Charlotte survived the disease her life has been forever touched. In order to save her life surgeons were forced to remove all four of her limbs. Charlotte spent three and a half months in Starship Hospital, where her legs and arms were partly amputated, and a further three months in rehabilitation.  Mr Bisman said he hoped speaking about his daughter's illness would convince parents to vaccinate their children against the disease. 

Project manager for the Wairarapa meningococcal campaign, Debi Lodge-Schnellenberg, says parents needed to be well informed when making their decision to vaccinate against Meningococcal B. She says while there were plenty of scientific and health reasons for vaccinating against Meningococcal B having someone parents could relate on a personal level was important. "Parents can hear first-hand from someone who has seen how this disease can change children's lives. The story is heart breaking.”

The public meeting will give parents a chance to ask questions and get information about the disease and the campaign. Dr Jane O’Hallahan, director of the national meningococcal immunisation campaign from the Ministry of Health, will also be speaking.  The immunisation programme is free and available to children and young people aged six weeks to 19 years. The second phase of the campaign starts soon when people receive their second dose of the vaccine.  Three doses six weeks apart are necessary for full protection.  
Regards

Jan McLaren
Communications Advisor
Wairarapa DHB
PO Box 96
Masterton
DD. 06 946 9883



