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	The statistics about Wairarapa’s ‘aging’ population ( the percentage of those aged over 65) have been known for some time. They will rise from the current 18% to 25 % within the next 12 years, up to 30 year ahead of many other parts of <<New Zealand>>. This brings a range of planning issues, as older people have a greater need of health care.

In the Wairarapa, following research in 2005/6, the DHB asked for expressions of interest from resthome and hospital providers for the provision of more aged care beds, particularly ‘continuing care’ beds which need hospital level, rather than resthome level care.

At the same time, other initiatives were put in place. Community Support Services were re-shaped to better meet the needs of older people who would prefer to stay in their own homes, rather than move into rest home care. This has proved very successful, and the long-term impact is currently being analysed, as it will impact on the projected demand for beds. (note: see the story about 96 year old Dot <Finlay> in the recent Health News in Midweek – can send it to you if it’s too tricky to locate in a hurry.)

There will still be an increase in resthome and continuing care beds in the Wairarapa over the next few years.

Glenwood Masonic will be building a new 54 bed facility in <<Upper Plain Road>>, with four levels of care available from independent studio units to hospital level care.

Another provider, Dalcom Healthcare,  has expressed interest in expanding their operation into the Wairarapa.

”We very interested in establishing a presence in the Wairarapa,  but it is very early on in the planning stages at this time,” says CEO Nicola Campbell, who is based in the Manawatu.

At present in the Wairarapa, there are 408 resthome beds, including those specifically for older people with dementia. There is  a an average 98% occupancy of hospital level care beds, and an average 94% occupancy of resthome level beds.
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