	[image: image1.jpg]A Wairarapa DHB

Wairarapa District Health Board

.9,” ) .
Te Poari Hauora a-rohe o Wairarapa

v





	


	 Media Release 

	From:

	Jan McLaren

	Date:

	5 March 2008 

	Subject:
	Needle exchange public meeting


	There will be a public meeting next Monday to discuss setting up a dedicated Needle Exchange Service in Masterton for the wider Wairarapa region. Dr Ashley Bloomfield, Ministry of Health, and Charles Henderson, Needle Exchange NZ, will be there to address any concerns and explain the background to the Needle Exchange Programme. They will explain why there is a Needle Exchange Programme in New Zealand and the benefits to the community of having a dedicated Needle Exchange in Masterton. They will also answer questions and address any concerns the public might have.
There are 18 dedicated needle exchange sites around New Zealand, and there are 178 pharmacy-based outlets. A dedicated Needle Exchange distributes clean, sterile injecting equipment and collects and destroys used injecting equipment. The aim is to reduce the prevalence and incidence of blood borne viruses such as HIV and Hepatitis B & C within the injecting drug-using community and, from there, to the wider community. Inhibiting the spread of these viruses amongst injecting drug users, their sexual partners and children, and the broader community is seen by public health specialists to be a crucial strategy in the containment of these diseases. 

The New Zealand Needle Exchange Programme has to date been extremely successful at preventing the spread of HIV amongst users. New Zealand currently enjoys the lowest rate of HIV infection amongst drug users in the OECD, at less than 0.5% of injecting drug users infected, and one of the lowest rates of HIV in the world. 

Locally a number of pharmacists currently provide needle exchange services but best practice is to also have a dedicated service in the community. The Ministry of Health funds the Needle Exchange Programme and is looking for suitable premises in Masterton to set up the service. The public meeting to address  any concerns will be held in the Frank Cody Lounge, Masterton Town Hall on Monday 10th March from 
1-2.30pm. 
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