New festival celebrates Pacific cultures

Wairarapa’s first Pacific Festival gets underway in Queen Elizabeth Park on March 15.  It’s a day of celebration of all things Pacific and brings the sounds, tastes and colour of the Pacific to the Wairarapa. Pacific Community Health Worker and organiser, Mata Emile, says the Pacific communities are excited about sharing their culture, performing and meeting each other at the Festival. People from the different island groups will be there with music, food, arts and crafts and dance.  
The Wairarapa Cook Island group are bubbling with excitement about the festival and have been practising their dance routine for some weeks. “It’s great for our kids who are kiwi-born,” the parents say. “We learnt these dances in Rarotonga from our parents and now we’re teaching them what we were taught. They are our future and we want them to be proud of their culture and to know where they have come from.” The Pacific Festival is bringing Cook Island people from all corners of the Wairarapa together and there are also two Cook Island groups, drummers and a dance group, coming from Auckland to perform. 

A soundstage will feature performances from each Pacific nation throughout the day. One of the drawcards on the programme is comedy duo, ‘The Laughing Samoans’ who have been performing since 2003 to sell-out audiences around the world.  They will be on stage several times during the festival which runs from 10am-5pm. There will also be food stalls, displays, a fashion parade, health information and free health checks, and a display of traditional crafts from weaving to carving. The organisers at Wairarapa Public Health would like to hear from anyone interested in taking part. Ring Mata Emile, 06 370 5020. 
