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	The new Wairarapa Palliative Care service is one step closer, with Wairarapa DHB contracting Te Omanga Hospice to continue to provide medical specialist input, with weekly clinics and 24 hour a day telephone advice. They are also discussing with Te Omanga the possibility of leasing the Te Omanga house in Lincoln Road as the base for the new service.
“Most patients will receive care in their own homes, as happens now,” says Community Nursing and Health Services manager Ilana Burt. “Those who cannot be cared for at home will continue with the current arrangements for access to residential palliative care at Lansdowne, Glenwood, Roseneath and Palliser Rest Home and Hospitals. A very small number of people need to briefly access the Te Omanga Hospice beds in Lower Hutt, and that arrangement will continue, too.”
Meanwhile, the Community Nursing and Health Service is actively recruiting staff to specialist palliative care positions, including nurses, a clinical services educator and a Palliative Care Coordinator.
“The Community Nursing Team is working closely with the Te Omanga Nurses, to ensure that a smooth transition occurs over the next 3 months,” says Ilana. “The new service begins on 1 September, when all new referrals will be through the Palliative Care Coordinator based in FOCUS. Until that time, Te Omanga can be contacted as usual on  06 370 5120 at any time. 
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