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	Jill Stringer

	Date:
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	Subject:
	Dementia Care Beds


	Wairarapa DHB recognises the need for more locally provided level 3 dementia care beds.
“At present, due to the lack of local beds, some patients are being cared for in neighbouring DHBs,” says Wairarapa DHB CEO Tracey Adamson. “We recognise the difficulties this can pose for both the person and their families and prefer that they are cared for as close to home as possible. Never-the-less, until a local provider can accommodate all clients needing this level of care, we must seek the safest and most suitable location for their care.”
The DHB estimates the number of beds currently needed in the Wairarapa to be at least 34 but at present  only 25 are available locally.
“We are actively talking to local providers about the possibility of providing more dementia care beds, before we go through the more formal process of tendering for additional dementia beds,” says Ms Adamson.
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