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	Wairarapa DHB, the second smallest  DHB in the country, has had outstanding success in achieving the new health targets set in July by the Minister of Health, Tony Ryall in an attempt to improve health boards' accountability. The six National Health Targets compare New Zealand's 21 health boards across six categories.

Wairarapa DHB ranks top in New Zealand for helping smokers to quit; second for better diabetes and cardiovascular services; second for achieving shorter stays in emergency departments; fourth for increasing immunization rates and fifth for improving access to elective surgery. The DHB also scored 100% for shorter waits for cancer treatment radiotherapy.

 “These exceptional results are a celebration of the way our staff and other health providers have worked together to continually improve their performance and provide excellent service and care to patients,” says chief executive Tracey Adamson.

“Success has not been achieved by the Wairarapa DHB alone and we acknowledge the role of the Wairarapa Community PHO, primary health providers and the many other community organisations and government agencies in making a difference to health in this region. I’d also like to pay tribute to our community, which remains keenly interested in and supportive of improving health and health services in the Wairarapa.”
Mr Ryall said the tables provided measurements to focus boards, managers and health staff on improving performance in priority areas for patients. "Public scrutiny helps improve performance and accountability. That is why, for the first time, we are letting people know how their DHBs are doing in key areas."

Health target

National target
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Ranking against 21 DHBs

Better help for smokers to quit

80%
86%

1st

Cancer treatment

100%
100%

1st equal

Better diabetes and cardiovascular services
77%
77%

2nd
Shorter stays in Emergency Departments
95%
98%

2nd

Increased immunisation

85%
89%

4th

Improved access to Elective Surgery
100%
104%

5th
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Further explanation:

Targets 

Indicators

Shorter stays in Emergency Departments 

95 percent of patients will be admitted, discharged, or transferred from an Emergency Department (ED) within six hours. 

Improved access to elective surgery 

the volume of elective surgery will be increased by an average 4000 discharges per year (compared with the previous average increase of 1400 per year). 

Shorter waits for cancer treatment 

everyone needing radiation treatment will have this within six weeks by the end of July 2010 and within four weeks by December 2010. 

Increased immunisation 

85 percent of two year olds will be fully immunised by July 2010; 90 percent by July 2011; and 95 percent by July 2012. 

Better help for smokers to quit 

80 percent of hospitalised smokers will be provided with advice and help to quit by July 2010; 90 percent by July 2011; and 95 percent by July 2012.  Similar target for primary care will be introduced from July 2010 or earlier, through the PHO Performance Programme. 

Better diabetes and cardiovascular services 

(a) increased percent of the eligible adult population will have had their cardiovascular disease (CVD) risk assessed in the last five years 
(b) increased percent of people with diabetes will attend free annual checks 
(c) increased percent of people with diabetes will have satisfactory or better diabetes management.




