Student doctors in Wairarapa

Wairarapa will benefit from an Otago University scheme to get more doctors in rural areas. Four student doctors arrive in mid-February as part of the university’s rural immersion programme which puts trainee doctors in rural areas for a year. 

Carterton GP, David Heard, will coordinate the programme here and will oversee the four fifth year trainees as they work in medical practices and the hospital during their community and medical immersion. It will give them an opportunity to learn under the guidance of experienced GPs and hospital medical staff. There will be two students in the hospital and two with GPs at any one time.

The primary aim is to provide a faculty-wide innovative, patient-centred, rural community-based and educationally sound full year rural medical curriculum. Wairarapa Students will benefit from hands on experience, the mentorship of experienced medical staff and video and audio conferencing plus web-based discussion boards. The students are interested in rural health and are happy to spend a year away from the larger centres.  Wairarapa Hospital doctors and staff are currently being given information on the programme and this will be expanded over the next few weeks.  The students arrive in the Wairarapa on February 23rd.

