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	Media Release WaiNews only

	From:

	Jan McLaren

	Date:

	14 September 2009   

	Subject:
	Wilton and Heaney donation to DHB


	Tracey Adamson, DHB Chief executive, is overwhelmed at the generosity of Fiona and David Wilton and Margaret Heaney, as arrangements are made to receive the $1 million they have donated.

“We have had some conversations with the donors to ensure we understand exactly how they want their generous donation used,’ says Tracey. “The money is being donated for two distinct purposes – for ambulance services and for nursing services. It will come through the Wairarapa Community Health Trust, with senior ambulance and nursing staff deciding how it will be spent within the guidelines given by the donors.”

Ambulance manager Debi Lodge Schnellenberg says ‘several hundred thousand’ has been set aside for a new ambulance to replace an old one near the end if its useful life. “The new ambulance will arrive early next year, fully equipped to the latest standards,” she said. A further sum has already been used to kit out the entire service in new uniforms, specifically designed for officer comfort and safety in the range of outdoor situations in which they work. “Fiona and Margaret have been in to see the style and quality of the uniforms chosen by the staff, and we are all very happy with the outcome,” she says. “The balance of the funds will be used over coming years to make sure our ambulances stay fully prepared with the right equipment. This means we’ll be able to replace older model equipment in a more timely fashion, and not have to share some things between ambulances.”

Clinical Nurse Manager Vicki Hookham usually spends her work days supporting the nursing staff in the Emergency Department and High Dependency Unit, but says that being entrusted with the responsibility of coordinating how the nursing money will be spent is a real privilege. “I’ve worked as a clinical nurse for 15 years now, and I know from experience that this generous donation, which will be focused on providing nursing equipment that may not get funded through the normal capital replacement process, will go a very long way in supporting nurses to continue to give the expert care that patients deserve,” she said. 
David, Fiona and Margaret have chosen to donate through charitable trusts or registered charities. The Wairarapa Community Health Trust has been in existence for 20 years and over that time has provided ambulances, ophthmalic equipment, radiology equipment and other patient comforts. Most of the Trust funding has come from bequests.

“We will honour the intent of this donation and make sure all the money is used for the purpose intended - making a direct difference to the frontline services provided by ambulance and nursing staff. As agreed with the donors, no money will be used for administration or staff costs,” said Tracey Adamson.
Ends.
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