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	Jill Stringer
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	Subject:
	Athletes good sports about gate-crashing Butt Jar


	The Roving Butt Jar gate-crashed the AGM of Masterton Athletics last night, tempting members young and old to try and guess they number of butts in the jar, to win a dollar a butt if they get it right. The competition is running to highlight the cost of smoking – nearly $100,000 over 20 years if you smoke a packet a day.

“If I win, the money will go towards the All Weather Track,” quipped Masterton athlete and All Weather Track Trustee Stephan Brown, amidst debate over the best use of the winnings.

The Butt Jar was not the only surprise of the night – athletics stalwart Graeme Roberts (centre) was awarded Life Membership for his more then 30 years service, and continued participation.

“We’re delighted with the continued interest sparked by the Roving Butt Jar, and the number of responses we have had,” says DHB Smokefree Coordinator Linda Spence. “Partly because of its high profile, the number of people being nominated for Smokefree Awards is climbing steadily every week, and we’re hearing great stories about why and how they’ve become smokefree.”

The Smokefree Awards and the winner of the Butt Jar competition will be announced on World Smokefree Day May 31st. Anyone wanting the Roving Butt Jar to visit their workplace or meeting, or nominate someone for a Smokefree Award can email Linda.spence@wairarapa.dhb.org.nz 
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Left to right:

Graeme Butcher (president), Stephan Brown, The Roving Butt Jar, Graeme Roberts, Alex Haste, Deidre Hare, Rebecca Treacy, Ray Haste.
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