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Wairarapa receives ‘outstanding achievement’ award from Minister

Wairarapa immunisation team from the Wairarapa District Health Board, medical practices, Whaiora and the PHO gathered on Monday afternoon to receive an ‘outstanding achievement’ award for a high immunisation uptake, signed by Tony Ryall. The award recognises the outstanding achievement for the rate of under-twos immunizations. In the 2009/10 year the DHB averaged 90% immunisation coverage rates exceeding the national target of 85% set by the Minister of Health. 

Wairarapa DHB CEO, Tracey Adamson, who received the award from MP John Hayes on behalf of the all the agencies involved says, “Our immunisation results are outstanding. They reflect the ongoing community focus on immunisation and the effective collaboration between the PHO and practice nurses, Whaiora’s outreach team and the DHB’s Public Health team. Staff in all these agencies are passionate about extending the benefits of this kind of health protection to all our children.” 

“Achieving consistently good results like this is really satisfying for the Immunisations teams, “ says Tina Tyacke, District Immunisations Facillitator. “We work all over the Wairarapa, but meet monthly to make sure we stay on target. A lot of our success is due to the proactive way staff work together – for example, in the absence of national guidelines, we’ve developed our own process for referral of ‘overdue’ children to the outreach nurses. We’ve also developed a lovely ‘congratulations’ card that we send to all new babies, that has a magnetic photo frame on which we write the due dates for their immunisations for the next 2 years. We’ve had lots of good feedback from that.”

Nationally the target for the rate of full immunisation at 2 years is increasing. The Minister of Health expects that 90 percent of two year olds will be fully immunised by July 2011 and 95 percent by July 2012. 

“Coverage for 2-year olds indicates whether children have received the full series of infant immunisations when they are most vulnerable,” says Tracey. “It also tells us which children are not being reached by our immunisation system, which may indicate they are not well connected with other aspects of health care.”

“Increasing coverage for 2-year olds will require improvements in the whole immunisation system, and  that should increase the other measures for health targets as well,” says Tracey Adamson.
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