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	Media Response 

	From:

	Jan McLaren

	Date:

	1 September 2010   

	Subject:
	Radiographers issue strike notice 


	The APEX union (Association of Professional and Executive Employees) has issued strike notice on behalf of its members who are radiographers at Wairarapa Hospital. The Medical Radiology Technicians (radiographers) will be on strike from 8.30am Tuesday, 7 September to 8.30am Wednesday, 8 September. 
Wairarapa Hospital is taking measures to reduce the effects of the strike on the public. General Manager Service Improvement and Clinical Support, Robyn Brady, outlines the measures in place. “We are rescheduling our theatre list on the day of the strike so that operations will be carried out only for people who do not require radiography services. Local APEX members will withdraw their labour on the day of the strike but they have agreed to provide life-preserving services if necessary. This ensures that people with life-threatening illness and trauma will be appropriately assessed and can access CT scans in an emergency. The clinical decision to call in a radiographer will be made by the consultant involved. All clinic lists have been reviewed and we are trying to  complete all radiography procedures before the strike begins in order to reduce the impact on the public.”
Chief Executive of Wairarapa DHB, Tracey Adamson says, “Our number one concern in preparing for this strike is patient care and safety. Contingency plans are in place to ensure people at greatest risk get the medical attention they need.  It is necessary for us to proceed with contingency planning on the basis that this strike goes ahead.” 
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