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	Radiographers issue strike notice 


	The APEX union (Association of Professional and Executive Employees) has issued strike notice on behalf of its members who are radiographers at Wairarapa Hospital. The 10 Medical Radiology Technicians (radiographers) will be on strike from  5.30pm Friday, 5 March to 8.00am Monday, 8 March. The APEX union has declared rolling strikes and other various types of industrial action across the country. In Wairarapa local APEX members will withdraw their labour this coming weekend but they have agreed to provide life-preserving services if necessary. This ensures that people with life-threatening illness and trauma will be appropriately assessed and can access CT scans in an emergency. 
Chief Executive of Wairarapa DHB, Tracey Adamson says, “Our number one concern in preparing for this strike is patient care and safety. Contingency plans are in place to ensure people at greatest risk get the medical attention they need.  It is necessary for us to proceed with contingency planning on the basis that this strike may go ahead.” 

Wairarapa DHB is one of the DHBs served with strike notice so far. The rolling strikes began in Whanganui on 25 February. 
“District Health Boards are currently negotiating the multi-employer collective agreement (MECA) covering these staff,” says Phil Cammish, spokesperson for the 21 District Health Boards (DHBs) participating in the negotiations.

He says the Government has been clear in its expectation that health sector pay and conditions should be managed within existing resources. “DHBs fully understand the role played by medical radiation technologists, and we value this workforce. At the same time the health sector is clearly not immune to the effects of the tight fiscal environment and DHBs need to manage prudently in the challenging period ahead. The reality is that any wage growth in the period ahead will have to be affordable. We’re looking forward to continuing constructive discussions with the representatives for this workforcegroup about how we can together meet the challenges of the current environment.”
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