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	Orthopaedic specialist arrives soon 


	A new orthopaedic surgeon employed by Wairarapa Hospital will reduce waiting times for patients waiting for assessment or surgery.  The demand for orthopaedic services has gradually increased over the last six months since one of the Hospital’s three orthopaedic surgeons resigned to return home to Sweden. Since then the DHB has been actively recruiting and has now employed Mr Jeremy Earl who arrives from Whakatane in April.

CEO Tracey Adamson is very pleased about the new appointment. “Mr Earl was in private practice for 13 years in South Africa before coming to New Zealand ten years ago to work at Whakatane Hospital. He is a general orthopaedic surgeon who enjoys arthroplasty work (hips, knees, shoulders), sports injuries ( knees and shoulders), and other general orthopaedic work.” 
Wairarapa has been one of the best performing DHBs in the country over the last year and has outstanding success in achieving elective surgery targets.   Elective Services are hospital services for patients who do not need immediate hospital treatment. Usually all patients referred by GPs to hospital specialists are seen for a first specialist assessment within six months and then given a commitment to getting treatment within six months. However because the orthopaedic team is one specialist down, the waiting list has increased over the last few months.  Wairarapa Hospital has been using the services of orthopaedic locums on short term contracts but there is still a backlog of 199 people waiting to see a consultant for a first assessment and 87 patients are now on the waiting list for surgery. 

“The expectation is that patients will be seen within six months and given a firm treatment date,” says Ms Adamson. “However we have had delays for orthopaedics and we regret that has happened.  While we have used locums to supplement services, the orthopaedic waiting list is still building. As well as being one surgeon down the other added pressure occurs when acute patients need urgent attention. They displace those on the elective waiting list who are rebooked at a later date. We are on track with all other specialities and are still performing really well, giving excellent service and care to patients. We know the arrival of the third surgeon will make a real difference and we look forward to getting back on track with orthopaedics.”
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