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	Margaret and Fiona, Lotto winners and DHB benefactors, have given Wairarapa DHB the most amazing gift. Not only have they donated a brand new, state-of-the art ambulance, but they have also gifted another $500,000 for equipment within the hospital and the community. 

Vicki Hookham, Clinical Nurse Manager and member of the Shamrock Trust committee, asked all hospital nurse managers for a wish list and has coordinated the requests. “It was interesting to note that when we first asked the nurses to submit their wishes we asked that they think about what would make their working life better and submit accordingly. What came through on the list very strongly was not what would make the nurses life better but what would make patients’ lives better. I am very proud to be a part of the nursing team here, as even when gifted that sort of money they still thought of their patients first. This most certainly will give the nursing staff at WDHB a much deserved boost.”

Vicki says that being entrusted with the responsibility of coordinating how the nursing money will be spent is a real privilege. “I’ve worked as a clinical nurse for 15 years now, and I know from experience that this generous donation, which will be focused on providing nursing equipment that may not get funded through the normal capital replacement process, will go a very long way in supporting nurses to continue to give the expert care that patients deserve,” she said. 

Vicki was bowled over by the efforts staff went to on behalf of their departments to write letters explaining why the equipment is necessary and what it will mean for patients. Items range from a value of $78 to the largest which cost $37,000. Altogether just over $400,000 has been allocated and there is still some leeway for further purchasing once all the equipment has been sourced. 

The gifts include an exercise bike for the Rehab Ward, nebulising units, thermometers, shower chairs, an ECG, X-ray gowns, a breast pump, and baby bassinets. There are new mattresses and a blanket warmer for trauma patients in ED. 11 more propacs will be dispersed throughout the Hospital. A new resuscitation mannikin for the Skills Lab will also be an asset. “The biggest spend is spread across the hospital,” says Vicki. “We are purchasing four new defibrillators and that means that wherever you go on the wards they will all look and work the same which may save valuable time when working with a patient.”  Vicki says the most exciting thing and the item which may make the greatest impact for patients is the bladder scanner for the continence nurse. “Currently we have five in service to cover the whole Wairarapa and children sometimes have to wait for 18 months. This gift will buy another five and should drastically reduce the waiting list.”

It is not just equipment that will be supplied. Another $20,000 will be put into a nursing education fund that the Director of Nursing will manage. That’s an investment for the future and assurance that nurses will receive the ongoing training they need. 

Tracey Adamson, DHB Chief executive, is overwhelmed at the generosity of the Shamrock Trust. “This is incredibly generous. They have given us something priceless – the ability to better care for our patients and cater for their needs.” 
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